Child Nature Connection- Dpraft July 31, 2008

Vision: Every child in the province is connected to nature
Mission: To connect children and families with nature and the outdoors, in the settings where they live, play, learn and work
Goals: 1. Children have outdoor playtime included in their school and out of school lives;
. Neighbourhoods are designed and built to allow nature to be nearby, accessible and attractive to children and their families;
. Outdoor environments are friendly, safe, joyful and beneficial; and
. Children are competent in handling and benefit from the challenges of being outdoors and/or in wild nature.
. Children understand, respect and cherish nature.
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Develop social marketing & media
campaign

Organize forums

Explain link between nature and
health
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Field Trips

Urban outdoor education

Influence municipal bylaws/zoning
Influence provincial policies (e.qg.
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Establish child/nature coalition
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Short Outcomes

What might change in the
short term?

Individual Capacity

Increased awareness among children
and families of benefits to connecting
with outdoors

Decreased fear among children and
families of being outdoors

Children and families have more contact
with outdoors (e.g. camping, hiking,
fishing )

Environmental Supports
Increased # of school board decisions
that support reconnecting to nature (e.g.
school grounds naturalized, field trips)
Increased # of municipal bylaws that
support reconnecting to nature (e.g.
zones for nature play grounds)
Increased # of provincial government
polices that support reconnecting to
nature (e.g. access to parks)

System Capacity
Increase in intersectoral planning for
reconnecting children to nature (ADMs)
Increased # professionals facilitate play
(e.g park rangers, school teachers)
Increase in school budgets dedicated to
reconnecting children to nature

and Evaluation

Longer Term
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Children and
families are more
active

Natural
environments are
accessible and
safe

Improved child
mental, physical
and emotional
health

Improved quality
of life for all British
Columbians
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