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A Sample of Successes 
In Their  Voices: Reports from the Field 

 
 

Ar izona 
 
Phoenix Zoo 
¥ More than 400,000 children visit the Phoenix Zoo each yearÑ and the Zoo puts a 

major emphasis on interactive, educational activities and programsÑ connecting 
children and their families with nature.  The Zoo is one of the lead organizations 
helping to launch ArizonaÕs children and nature initiative.   

 
Arizona Game and Fish Department 
¥ The Arizona Game and Fish Department easily reaches from 500 to 1000 participants 

a month in programs for educators, and involves as many as 5000 children and 
families each month in hands-on programs.  The Department recently conducted a 
pilot for a Summer Camp program that they hope to expand next year where we 
youth from north Phoenix are taken outside learning about nature, collecting data, 
hiking and a variety of educational activities.   

 
Adirondacks 
¥ While only recently affiliated with the children and nature movement, our Rachel 

Carson in the Adirondacks Centennial Celebration in the spring of 2007 was a very 
strong first effort.  We engaged more than 200 school children from both rural and 
urban schools in an exploration of Carson's legacy as well as the importance of nature 
in our lives.  This effort included a series of other associated programs and served to 
propel us into a broader, more sustained effort to reconnect children and nature. 

 
¥ Outdoor guide and columnist, Joe Hackett, regularly promotes the importance of 

connecting children and nature through his writing. 
 
Baltimore 
¥ Facilitated largely by Hooked on Nature in Baltimore, the local children and nature 

initiative is planning a citywide conference of invited leaders across as wide a number 
of sectors as possible. It will be held February 20, 2008. The initiative has networked 
with hundreds of local organizations that are committed to getting kids outside. 
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¥ BaltimoreÕs Hooked on Nature and Parks for People Foundation, in partnership with 
other organizations, successfully applied for and received one of the US Forest 
ServiceÕs More Kids in the Woods grants.  The focus is on reaching underserved 
youth and their teachers through schoolyard habitat programs. (See the proposal, 
provided courtesy of the Parks for People Foundation, under Grant Proposals.) 

 
Br itish Columbia 
 
Kesho Trust 
The Kesho Trust is one of the lead organizations helping to facilitate the children and 
nature movement in British Columbia.  Here are a few recent highlights: 
¥ February 2007:  Dialogue on Children, Families and Nature. (50 participants gathered 

to discuss the application of Richard LouvÕs book to British Columbia.  Notes from 
the Dialogue are posted at www.naturechildreunion.ca.)  

¥ March 2007:  Naturechildreunion website launched is www.naturechildreunion.ca 
¥ May 2007:  Kids and Parks: Building a Renewed BC Parks-Youth Strategy.  
¥ May 2007:  The Kesho Trust and Royal Roads University agree to partner on nature-

child joint projects, of particular interest is the Robert Bateman Environment and 
Education Centre.  

¥ June 2007:  The importance of the nature-child connection is incorporated into the 
draft Biodiversity BC Action Plan.  

¥ June-July 2007:  (in progress) Meetings are being held with the provincial 
government to determine what elements of provincial legislation, policy and 
programs could be modified to focus more on healthy youth and getting children 
outside.  As part of these meetings the ÔoutlineÕ of a provincial strategy on Re-
connecting Children with Nature is being developed.  

¥ August 16-19 2008:  International Conference on Nature Deficit Disorder to be held 
in Victoria, BC.  

¥ Throughout:  10-12 media hits in local, regional and national outlets. 
 

Early Childhood Education  
The early childhood education group, led by Enid Elliot, has been active in working with 
the ECE community in the Victoria area to get some on-the-ground projects off-the-
ground. Enid has also met more formally with the provincial government to discuss if it 
actually is possible to start 'naturalizing' pre-school play spaces!  
 
Adopt a Park  
CPAWS-BC and the Young Naturalists of BC are teaming up to build a program for 
older kids. In this program Young Naturalist clubs (either community or school-based), 
will announce to their communities that they have adopted a park in their region. This 
means they will associate their club with the park with the intention of monitoring, 
restoring and maintaining the ecological health of 'their' park through the practice of 
stewardship. The two organizations are just in the formative stages of building this 
program.  
 
First Nations Pilot Programs  
J.B. Williams has indicated his interest in bringing the Ògreening childcareÓ initiative to 
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preschools in our local First Nations communities. There are two First Nations centres 
ready to get involved in pilot projects.  
 
Nature Child Reunion and the GVRD Parks  
GVRD Parks has been actively circulating and discussing information from the February 
Dialogue among their staff and are trying to develop creative ideas about how to imbed 
the ideas from the Nature Child Reunion initiative into their programming for 2008.  
 
Multicultural Efforts in Environmental Education  
Green Club/Green Culture Community College [www.greeenclub.bc.ca] is a registered 
non-profit organization dedicated to environmental education on biodiversity and 
multiculturalism in the Greater Vancouver, BC Canada. It is a group of environment 
concerned Taiwanese and Chinese Canadian dedicated to promote cross-cultural 
understanding of the unique eco-systems and cultures among Taiwan, Asia and Canada, 
and to educate the public about the importance of conservation and bio-diversity.   
 
Scouting and Nature Child Reunion  
At international meetings in Switzerland Paul WhitfieldÕs comments and contributions 
concerning the Nature Child Reunion initiative were well received and he is well 
positioned in the world Scouting movement to encourage positive actions as they begin to 
develop the new World Scout Environment Program. He has also been asked to speak at 
the World Organization of Scouts Movement (WOSM) [28 million active members] this 
November about their new environmental programs Ð a great opportunity to build support 
for some of the ideas of the Nature Child Reunion. Paul is also active in SCENES [Scout 
Centres of Excellence for Nature and Environment]. They are in a planning phase of an 
effort to ÒconvertÓ camps to environmental education centres.   Furthermore, Richard 
Louv has been invited to be the keynote speaker at a Scouts Canada National meeting 
being held in Vancouver on December 1, 2007. Bob Peart has also been invited to speak.  
 
California 
 
San Francisco Bay Area 
The San Francisco Bay Area currently has over150 individuals and 60 organizations that 
are connected to the regional Leave No Child Inside movement. We have secured  
funding for a half-time coordinator for one year, a web site and promotional materials. 
We are collaborating with the national organization, Alliance for Childhood, to sponsor 
a series of events from the Fall of 2007 - Spring 2008. We attribute this success to: 
¥ An effective outreach strategy for the launch of LNCI in September 2006 when 

Richard Louv spoke at Foothill College to over 800 people; 
¥ Two follow up forums; 
¥ An email network to keep people up to date; 
¥ The leadership role Hooked On Nature is taking in this regional campaign; and 
¥ The support of a private family foundation in the Bay Area. 

 
Pacific Forest and Watershed Lands Stewardship Council 
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By the end of year, and in its second year of grant giving, the Stewardship Council will 
have awarded over $4 million to programs and infrastructure projects that enable 
underserved youth to get outdoors. In addition, we are working at a larger level to bring 
recognition of the need and the benefits of connecting youth to outdoor activities. As one 
of the few private foundations funding in outdoor education, we are constantly exploring 
ways we can help bring more resources into this field. This includes some basic research 
on our grantees, convening of stakeholders around common topics and issues and 
identifying obstacles and barriers that may be addressed through foundation initiatives. 
 
Chicago 
For us in Chicago, it is the kick off of our Leave No Child Inside campaign in June of 
2007 and the response we have gotten from our 208 member organizations.  
 
Kentucky 
  
United Voice for Education 
Being a part of the network of 42 different organizations as a part of United Voices for 
Education has permitted us access to a broad base of people, ideas, and motivation to 
help children live a happier and healthier life.  
 
North American Association for Environmental Education (NAAEE) 
We have helped obtain foundation support for the infusion of the arts in the EE 
conference of NAAEE in VA Beach with Peter Yarrow, John McCutcheon, Joe Uehlein, 
and other musicians leading the way to connect music to people.  This connection in turn 
provides a model for thinking about the arts and especially music, to create community 
and to do what Pete Seeger has told usÑ to create a groundswell of thought and carry 
through to help people work together for our environment. 
 
Operation Environmental Respect 
We are working actively with the founder of Operation Environmental Respect, Peter 
Yarrow (of Peter, Paul and Mary) to move forward with the project, including seeking 
financial support.   This program is an attempt to use the arts as a way to create an 
atmosphere for self-expression for children as well as a means of making a connection to 
the affect, a commonly left-out and critical component to learning and self-actualization. 
 
New York 
Brother Yusuf Burgess of the stateÕs Department of Environmental Conservation has 
literally changed the lives of hundreds and hundreds of young peopleÑ inspiring hope, 
building self confidence, mentoring them, and engaging them directly in the out-of-doors. 
(See articles about Brother YusufÕs work in this C&NN binder of Tools and Resources.) 
 
North Carolina 
The North Carolina Museum of Natural Sciences is launching a "Take a Child Outside" 
week September 24-30. We are developing an interactive website. The site includes a:  
¥ Place for people to make a pledge to take a child outside; 
¥ Place to post a report about their outside adventure; 
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¥ Place to search for local resources in the effort (places to go outside and things to do); 
and a 

¥ Place to search for activities to do while out there. 
 
Successes to date include being interviewed by Women's Day magazine for the 
September 13 issue about Take a Child Outside, getting all the North Carolina State 
Parks on board with the concept, and connecting with several partner organizations. It is 
also featured in our latest issue of the Naturalist, the Museum's magazine. 
 
Ohio 
 
Leave No Child Inside of Greater Cincinnati 
Our real success will be judged by how many children we actually see playing outside a 
few years from now!  However, we have had many short-term positive indicators as 
many important members of the community are becoming aware of the importance of the 
children and nature connection.  They are beginning to discuss and make changes in their 
own programs/facilities accordingly.  Examples: 
 
¥ We were able to form a collaborative of all of the major nature organizations in 

Greater Cincinnati and are continuing to add to that group.  Partnering organizations 
are looking at ways to include unstructured play activities and allow more access to 
certain areas of their properties, as well as helping to distribute the LNCI message.  
We have recently created a "nature organization" section of LNCIgc and have a kit 
that is given to each interested participant which spells out our goals, the benefits to 
them and our expectations of them as partnering organizations.  

 
¥ We have involved many individuals involved in schools and education-related 

collaboratives in discussions about the importance of natural, experiential education.  
We are in ongoing discussions with two major collaboratives involved in greening 
schools and utilizing them as community resource centers about how we can integrate 
our overlapping messages.  Also, one of the Cincinnati Public Schools (with an 
underserved population) is converting to an Environmental Education school, and we 
are hoping to track progress in that school. 

   
¥ We have made contact with members of many other sectors of the community:  

health, faith-based, child services, etc. and have generated enough interest that we 
have decided to plan a community forum to be held later this year.  

 
¥ Cincinnati Children's Hospital Medical Center is in the process of major renovations 

and a director has asked the designers to consider how they might incorporate outdoor 
areas into the design.  

 
¥ We have formed an alliance with a local health initiative, The Collaborative to 

Prevent Childhood Obesity, to provide the "activity" portion of their message.  They 
designed a Summer Fun Challenge that encourages kids (and their families) to 
participate in outdoor play activities and to try more healthful foods.   Utilizing a 



Children & Nature Network Cheryl Charles Page 6 August 2007 

"bingo card" design, kids are eligible to win prizes for turning in a score card at the 
end of the summer.  

 
¥ We held a public lecture with Richard Louv and had over 800 pre-registered and 

approximately 100 walk-ins.  A large number of the audience completed pledge cards 
to provide their children with outdoor play activities. Participants received a "Grow 
Outside Guide to Outdoor Play" which was created by the collaborative. (A copy is 
included in this C&NN binder of Tools and Resources.) 

 
Texas 
 
Houston Arboretum and Nature Center  
¥ The Houston Arboretum and Nature Center was founded in 1967 to make sure that 

inner city children had an outdoor experience.  Each class we teach we spend 50% or 
more of our time outside exploring and expanding on the theme of the class.  We 
have about 8,000 children that visit us each year.  We use our 150 acres as an outdoor 
classroom.  We have scout groups, weekend classes, and summer camps where most 
children who already are interested in the outdoors attend.  Our school tour program 
is where we believe we reach the kids that are endangered of being Òleft insideÓ.  We 
align our curriculum with the State Science Standards to entice teachers and 
administration.  We use most of the time they spend here as a way to introduce them 
to the outdoors so they feel comfortable outside exploring.  
 

Westcave Preserve 
¥ RichardÕs talk(s) here in October was a great success. They were well attended events 

that had the desired ÒgalvanizingÓ and ripple effect of stimulating a number of 
community leadersÕ desire to organize a thoughtful effort that connects kids to nature 
here in Central Texas and beyond. 

 
¥ Following his visit and considerable time spent with key leaders in our community, 

we have held two successful organizing meetings with a good cross section of 
regional leaders. We now have four Òworking groupsÓ planning specific projects and 
actionable steps to demonstrate how to better connect kids to nature. While all groups 
are not moving at the same rate, they have all begun their work and are moving 
forward. 

 
Vermont 
¥ Rutland County Court Diversion and Restorative Justice Center has implemented two 

programs (within the past six months) in working with first-time offenders. These 
programs consist of educational curricula that include nature, leadership and 
community approaches that connect youthful criminal offenders to the natural world. 
It is the hope that we could get these and other expanded programs implemented in 
the rest of Vermont and New England.  Hooked on Nature is a major supporter and 
inspiration for our efforts.  

 
Washington State 
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Islandwood 
¥ Our greatest successes to date include the fact that we are now serving over 60 

schools in our region and thousands of students.  We are sold out, and thus are 
expanding our campus to meet the need.  We've started to get some national 
recognition for our efforts through organizations like the Sierra Club and National 
Geographic - and we are very excited that there's going to be a 30-minute PBS special 
coming out in a few months on our organization and the outdoor education field. And, 
we have received a major gift from the Allen Foundation to do an external evaluation 
of our program.  The exciting part is that our research tools are innovative and 
applicable (we hope anyway) for other non-traditional centers working with kids in 
the outdoors. 

 
Woodland Park Zoo  
¥ Zoomazium is a success story for the Woodland Park Zoo and many of us in the 

Northwest. We were tracking many of the same trends and reading much of the same 
literature as was Richard Louv, beginning in about 2000.  We saw a need to create 
structure around unstructured nature play. Basically, we set out to create the most 
naturalistic year-round nature play space in the country. 

 
¥ In the first year we've reached over 600,000 visitors, and the delight and in some 

cases downright awe (seriously...the kids look around and go: "Awwwww...cool!") 
the kids get from having a naturalistic diorama they can play on is pretty cool. The 
inclusion of a Nature Exchange to the exhibit really takes the exhibit all the way out 
into the real outdoors, where kids get points for what they are able to learn about 
wildlife and nature. Since we're a very naturalistic zoo, the nature experience is right 
there, just outside. This lets parents relax as the children explore, play and learn their 
way to a stronger nature connection. There's a reasonably good web presence on our 
site but you kind of have to see it work to really feel how well it's connecting kids. 

 
¥ We're now adding lots of nature-based programming and reaching thousands of kids 

everyday. The better we get at laying the connection out for them, the better we'll do. 
We're evaluating the impacts of the exhibit pretty deeply over the next few years so 
we'll be able to point at things that work and don't very soon. 

 
¥ What we do know is that the nature play exhibit is one of the most popular exhibits at 

the zoo, with hold times continuing to be at more than double the next 
popular exhibit....and kids and parents are hugely receptive to the idea of helping to 
connect kids to the natural world in a meaningful but playful way. 

 
¥ For a quick snapshot go to www.zoomazium.org 
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Wisconsin 
¥ For about the past year in Wisconsin weÕve been planning for the upcoming 2007 

Midwest EE Conference set for October 17-20, 2007 here in Stevens Point. The 
theme is Leave No Child Inside. Richard Louv will be the keynote speaker. WeÕre 
expecting somewhere between 300-400 participants. We received lots of supportive 
funding which is allowing us to give scholarships to about 80 classroom teachers for 
attendance. The conference involves participants from Wisconsin, Minnesota, Illinois 
and Iowa. HereÕs the website for the conference: 
http://www.uwsp.edu/cnr/waee/Events/fall07.htm   

  
 
 
 


