- Children & Nature Network

Building a Movement to Reconnect Children and Nature

A Sample of Successes
In Their Voices. Reports from the Field

Arizona

Phoenix Zoo

¥

More than 400000 children visit the Phoenix Zoo each yearN and the Zoo puts a
major emphasis on interactive, educationd activities and programsN connesting

children and their families with nature. TheZooisoneof thelead organizations
hdping to laundh Arizona3 children and nature initiative.

Arizona Game and Fish Department

¥

The ArizonaGame and Fish Department easily reaches from 500to 1000participants
amonth in programs for educators, and invdves as many as 5000children and
families each month in handson programs. The Department recently conduded a
pilot for a Summer Camp program that they hopeto expand next year where we
youth from north Phoenix are taken outside learning aboutnature, collecting daa,
hiking and a variety of educationd activities.

Adirondacks

¥

While only recently affiliated with the children and nature movement, our Rachd
Carsonin the Adirondacks Centennial Celebrationin the spring of 2007was a very
strongfirst effort. We engaged more than 200school children from both rural and
urban schoolsin an exploration of Carson'slegacy as well as theimportance of naure
inourlives. Thiseffort induded a series of other assodated programs and served to
propd usinto a broader, more sudained effort to reconnect children and naure.

Outdoorguide and columnist, Joe Hackett, regularly promotes theimportance of
connecting children and naure throughhis writing.

Baltimore

¥

Facilitated largdy by Hooked on Nature in Baltimore, thelocal children and naure
initiative is planning a citywide conference of invited leaders across as wide a number
of sectors as possible. It will behdd February 20, 2008.Theinitiative has networked
with hundedsof local organizationstha are committed to getting kidsoutside
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¥ Batimore@ Hooked on Nature and Parks for People Founddion, in partnership with
other organizations successfully applied for and received oneof theUS Forest
Service@ More Kidsin the Woodsgrants. Thefocusis on reaching undeserved
youth and ther teachers throughschoolyard habitat programs. (See the proposl,
provided courtesy of the Parks for People Founddion, unde Grant Proposs.)

British Columbia

Kesho Trust

TheKesho Trud is oneof thelead organizationshel ping to facilitate the children and

naure movement in British Columbia. Here are afew recent highlights:

¥ Februay 2007: Dialogueon Children, Families and Nature. (50 participants gathered

to discuss the application of Richard Louv®bookto British Columbia. Notes from

theDialogueare poded at www.naturechildreunion.ca.)

March 2007: Naturechildreunion webste launched is www.naturechildreunion.ca

May 2007: Kidsand Parks. Building a Renewed BC Parks-Y outh Strategy.

May 2007: TheKesho Trug and Royd RoadsUniversity agree to partner on naure-

child joint projects, of particular interest is the Robert Bateman Environment and

Eduction Centre.

¥ June2007: Theimportance of thenature-child connectionis incorporated into the
draft Biodiversity BC Action Plan.

¥ Juneduly 2007: (in progress) Meetingsare beng hdd with the provindal
govanment to deerminewha elements of provindal legidation, policy and
programs could be modified to focus more on healthy youth and getting children
outside As part of these meetingsthe @utlineQof a provinda strategy on Re-
connecting Children with Nature is beng develope.

¥ Augug 16-192008: Internaiond Conference onNature Deficit Disorder to behdd
in Victoria, BC.

¥ Throughout 10-12 mediahitsin local, regiond and nationd outlets.

K K K

Early Childhood Education

Theearly childhoodeducation group led by Enid Elliot, has been active in working with
the ECE community in the Victoria area to get some on-the-groundprojects off-the-
ground.Enid has also met more formally with the provinda govenment to discussif it
actudly is possible to start 'nauralizing' pre-school play spaces!

Adopta Park

CPAWS-BC and the YoungNaturalists of BC are teaming up to build a program for
olde kids Inthis program YoungNaturalist clubs(either community or schoolbased),
will announe to thar communities tha they have adopied a park inther region. This
meansthey will assodate thar club with the park with the intention of monitoring,
restoring and maintaining the ecological hedlth of 'thar' park throughthe practice of
stewardship. Thetwo organizationsare jud in theformative stages of building this
program.

First Nations Pilot Programs . )
J.B. Williams has indicated his interest in bringing the Qreening childcareOinitiative to
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preschoolsin ourlocal First Nationscommunities. There are two First Nationscentres
ready to get involved in pilot projects.

Nature Child Reunion and the GVRD Parks

GVRD Parks has been actively circulating and discussing information from the February
Dialogueamongther staff and are trying to devel op creative ideas abouthow to imbed
theideas from the Nature Child Reunion initiative into their programming for 2008

Multicultural Effortsin Environmental Education

Green Club/Green Culture Community College [www.greeendubbc.ca] isaregistered
non-profit organization dedicated to environmental education on biodiversity and
multiculturalism in the Greater Vancouve, BC Canada It isagroupof environment
concerned Taiwanese and Chinese Canadian dedicated to promote cross-cultural
undestanding of the uniqueeco-systems and cultures among Taiwan, Asia and Canada,
and to educate the public abouttheimportance of conservation and bio-diversity.

Scouting and Nature Child Reunion

At internationd meetingsin Switzerland Paul Whitfield® comments and contributions
conaerning the Nature Child Reunion initiative were well received and heiswell
postioned in theworld Scouting movement to encourage postive actionsas they begin to
develop thenew World Scout Environment Program. He has also been asked to speek at
theWorld Organization of Scouts Movement (WOSM) [28 million active memberg] this
November aboutther new environmental programs Pa great oppatunity to build suppot
for some of theidess of the Nature Child Reunion. Paul is also active in SCENES [Scout
Centres of Excellence for Nature and Environment]. They are in a planning phase of an
effort to @onvatOcampsto environmental education centres.  Furthermore, Richard
Louv has been invited to bethe keynote speaker at a Scouts CanadaNationd meeting
being hdd in Vancouve on December 1, 2007. Bob Peart has also been invited to spesk.

California

San Francisco Bay Area

The San Frandsco Bay Area currently has over150individuds and 60 organizationsthat
are connected to theregiond Leave No Child Insde movement. We have secured
funding for a hdf-time coordinator for oneyear, aweb site and promotiond materials.
We are collaborating with the nationd organization, Alliance for Childhood to sponsor
aseries of eventsfromtheFall of 2007- Spring 2008. We attribute this success to:

¥ An effective outreach strategy for thelaundh of LNCI in September 2006when
Richard Louv spokeat Foothill Collegeto over 800 people;

Two follow up forums;

An email network to keep people up to date;

Theleadership role Hooked On Nature istakingin this regiond campagn;and
Thesuppot of aprivate family founddionintheBay Area.

K K K K

Padfic Forest and Watershed Lands Stewardship Council
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By theend of year, and in its secondyear of grant giving, the Stewardship Coundl will
have awarded over $4 millionto programs and infrastructure projects tha enable
undeserved youth to get outdoors. In addition, we are working at alarger level to bring
recognition of the need and the bendfits of connecting youth to outdooractivities. Asone
of thefew private foundaions fundingin outdooreducation, we are condantly exploring
ways we can hdp bring more resources into thisfield. Thisindudes some basic research
on our grantees, convening of stakeholders aroundcommon topics and issues and
identifying obdacles and barierstha may be addressed throughfounddion initiatives.

Chicago
For usin Chicago, it isthekick off of our Leave No Child Ingde campagnin Juneof
2007and therespons we have gotten from our 208 member organizations

Kentucky

United Voice for Education

Being a pat of thenework of 42 different organizationsas a part of United VVoices for
Education has permitted usaccess to a broad base of people, ideas, and motivation to
hdp children live a hgppier and healthier life.

North American Assodation for Environmental Education (NAAEE)

We have hdped obtain founddion suppot for theinfuson of theartsin the EE
conference of NAAEE in VA Beach with Peter Y arrow, JohnMcCutcheon, Joe Uehlein,
and other mugciansleading theway to connest musc to people. Thisconnectionin turn
provides amodd for thinking aboutthe arts and especially musc, to create community
andto do what Pete Seeger hastold usN to create a groundsvell of thoughtand carry
throughto hdp people work together for our environment.

Operation Environmental Respect

We are working actively with thefounde of Operation Environmental Respect, Peter

Y arrow (of Peter, Paul and Mary) to moveforward with the project, induding seeking
finanda suppot. This program is an attempt to use the arts as away to create an
amophee for self-expression for children as well as a means of making a connection to
the affect, acommonly left-outand critical component to learning and self-actudization.

New York

Brother Yusuf Burgess of the state@® Department of Environmental Conservation has
literally changed thelives of hundedsand hundeeds of youngpeopleN inspiring hope
building self confidence, mentoring them, and engaging them directly in the out-of-doors.
(See articles about Brother Yusuf@work in this C& NN binde of Tools and Resources.)

North Carolina

The North CarolinaMuseum of Natural Sciencesis launching a"Take a Child Outside’
week September 24-30. We are developing an interactive webste. Thesiteindudes a:
¥ Placefor people to make a pledgeto take a child outsde

¥ Placeto pod areport aboutthar outside adventure;
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¥ Placeto search for local resourcesin the effort (placesto go outside and thingsto do);
anda
¥ Placeto search for activities to dowhile out there.

Successes to dae indudebeang interviewed by Women's Day magazinefor the
September 13 issue aboutTake a Child Outside, getting all the North Carolina State
Parks on boad with theconapt, and connecting with severa partner organizations It is
also featured in our latest issue of the Naturalist, the Museum's magazine

Ohio

Leave No Child Inside of Greater Cincinnati

Our real successwill bejudgeal by how many children we actudly see playing outsidea
few yearsfromnow! However, we have had many short-term postive indicators as
many important members of the community are becoming aware of theimportance of the
children and nature connection. They are beginning to discuss and make changesin ther
own programg/facilities accordingly. Examples:

¥ Wewere able to form a collaborative of al of themajor naure organizationsin
Greater Cinannai and are continuing to add to tha group. Partnering organizations
arelooking at waysto indudeungructured play activities and allow more access to
certain areas of thar propaties, aswell as hdpingto distribute the LNCI message
We have recently created a "nature organization” section of LNClgc and have akit
tha is given to each interested participant which spdls out our gods, the ben€fitsto
them and our expectationsof them as partnering organizations

¥ Wehaveinvolved many individuds involved in schools and education-rel ated
collaboratives in discussionsabouttheimportance of naural, experiential education.
We are in ongong discussionswith two major collaboratives involved in greening
schools and utilizing them as community resource centers abouthow we can integrate
our overlapping messages. Also, oneof the Cindnnati Public Schools (with an
undeserved popuktion) is conveating to an Environmental Education school, and we
are hoping to track progressin that school.

¥ We have made contact with members of many other sectors of the community:
hedlth, faith-based, child services, etc. and have generated enoughinterest that we
have decided to plan acommunity forumto behdd later this year.

¥ Cindnnai Children'sHospital Medical Center isin the process of major renovaions
and a director has asked the designa's to consder how they mightincorporate outdoor
areasinto thedesign.

¥ Wehaveformed an aliance with alocal hedlth initiative, The Collaborative to
Prevent ChildhoodObesity, to providethe"activity" portion of ther message They
designad a Summer Fun Chdlengetha encourages kids (and thar families) to
paticipaein outdoa play activities and to try more healthful foods Utilizinga
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"bingocard" design, kidsare ligible to win prizes for turning in a score card at the
end of the summer.

We hdd a pubilic lecture with Richard Louv and had over 800 pre-registered and
approximately 100walk-ins A largenumber of the audience completed pledgecards
to providether children with outdoorplay activities. Participants received a " Grow
Outside Guideto OutdoorPlay" which was created by the collaborative. (A copyis
induded in this C& NN binde of Tods and Resources.)

Texas

Houston Arboretum and Nature Center

¥

The Houdon Arboretum and Nature Center was founded in 1967to make sure tha
inne city children had an outdoorexperience. Each class we teach we spend 50% or
more of our time outside exploring and expanding on thetheme of theclass. We
have about8,000children that visit useach year. We use our 150 acres as an outdoor
classroom We have scout groups weekend classes, and summer campswhere most
children who aready are interested in the outdoars attend. Our school tour program
iswhere we bdieve we reach thekidsthat are endangered of being Qeft ingdeQ We
alignour curriculumwith the State Science Standadsto entice teachers and
administration. We use mog of thetime they spend here as away to introduc them
to theoutdoa's so they feel comfortable outside exploring.

Westcave Preserve

¥

Richard@talk(s) herein Octobe was a great success. They were well attended events
that had the desired QyavanizingQand ripple effect of stimulating a nunmber of
community leadersOdesire to organize athoughful effort that connests kidsto nature
herein Centra Texas and beyond.

Following his visit and consderable time spent with key leadersin owr community,
we have hdd two successful organizing meetingswith a goodcross section of
regiond leaders. We now have four Qvorking groupsOplanning specific projects and
actionable stepsto demongrate how to better conrect kidsto naure. While al groups
are not moving at thesame rate, they have al begunther work and are moving
forward.

Vermont

¥

Rutland County Court Diversion and Restorative Jugice Center has implemented two
programs (within the past six months) in working with first-time offendes. These
programs consist of educationd curriculatha indudenature, leadership and
community approaches tha connect youthful crimind offendesto the natural world.
It isthehopetha we could get these and other expanded programs implemented in
therest of Vermontand New England. Hooked on Nature is amajor suppoter and
ingpiration for our efforts.

Washington State
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Idandwood

¥ Our greatest successes to date indudethefact that we are now serving over 60
schoolsin our region and thousandsof students. We are sold out, and thusare
expanding our campusto meet theneed. We've started to get some naiond
recognition for our efforts throughorganizationslike the Sierra Club and Nationd
Geographic - and we are very excited tha there's going to be a 30-minute PBS specia
coming outin afew monthson our organization and the outdooreducaionfield. And,
we have received amgjor gift from the Allen Fourdaion to do an externd evauaion
of our program. Theexciting part istha our research tools are innovaive and
applicable (we hopeanyway) for other nontraditiona centers working with kidsin
theoutdoors.

Woodland Park Zoo

¥ Zoomeziumisasuccess story for the Woodland Park Zoo and many of usin the
Northwest. We were tracking many of the same trendsand reading much of the same
literature as was Richard Louy, beginningin about200Q0 We saw a need to create
structure aroundungructured naure play. Basically, we set outto create the mos
nauralistic year-roundnaure play space in the country.

¥ Inthefirst year we've reached over 600000visitors, and theddightandin some
cases downright awe (serioudy...thekidslook around and go: "Awwwww...cool!")
thekidsge from having a nauralistic dioramathey can play onis pretty cool. The
induson of a Nature Exchangeto the exhibit really takes the exhibit al the way out
into thereal outdoors, where kidsget points for what they are able to learn about
wildlife and nature. Since we're avery naturalistic zoo, the naure experience isright
there, jug outside This lets parents relax as the children explore, play and learn ther
way to astronge naure connection. There's areasonably goodweb presence on our
site butyou kind of have to see it work to really feel howwell it's connecting kids

¥ We're now adding lots of naure-based programming and reaching thousndsof kids
everyday. Thebeter we ge at laying the connection out for them, thebetter we'll do.
We're evaluaing theimpacts of the exhibit pretty deeply over the next few years so
we'll beableto point at thingstha work and don'tvery soon.

¥ Wha we do knowistha thenaure play exhibit isoneof themog populr exhibits at
the zoo, with hold times continuing to be at more than doublke the next
popukr exhibit....and kidsand parents are hugdy receptive to theidea of hdpingto
connect kidsto the naura world in ameaningful but playful way.

¥ For aquick sngpshot go to www.zoomazium.org
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Wisconsin

¥ For aboutthe past year in Wisconsn weQe been planning for the upaming 2007
Midwest EE Conference set for Octobe 17-20, 2007 here in StevensPoint. The
themeis Leave No Child Insde. Richard Louvwill bethekeynote speaker. Wede
expecting somewhere beween 300-400 paticipants. We received lots of suppotive
funding which is allowing usto give scholarshipsto about80 classroomteachers for
attendance. The conference invadves participants from Wisconsn, Minnesota, Illinois
and lowa. Here@® the webste for the corference:
http://www.uwsp.edu/cnr/waee/Events/fall07 htm
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