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Sit back and listen to these words Bull Run Farm, Devil® Den, Sages Ravine, Spruce Knob,
Dickinson®@ Reach, Mooslauke, Arun River Valley, Central Harlem, Cedar Mesa, Chama River,
Arch Rodck, Drake® Beach, Knoll Farm.

Tha@ my biography. These words spesk of the places and relationshipstha have created me.
These are thewaters, the mountins, theforests, the food, the dreams, and the memories tha

literally make up my body. And each of you has your own biography of place.

Some of our biographies of place are powerfully deep, like those of the people honoked at this
ingitution: Rachd Carsen, AldoLeopold, and Olausand Mardie Murie. Andthere are other
biographies of place, like those of awhole generation of children in Americatha are unfulfilled
and stunted. Y our biography of place is asimportant to your health and your success, and the
health and success of our ndion, as the more typical biography aboutwhere you went to school

andthetitlesyou have hdd.

| bringto this gahering the strongand unequivocal bdief tha our relationship to land, good,
bad,andindifferent, is still the enduring story of our lives whether we accept it or not Evenin
2006,n0 matter whereyou live, few forces will have as much affect onthe course of your life,

your family, your community as the qudity of that relationship between soul and soil.

Pause for a second. Think back to when youwere 8, 10and 12 yearsold. Re-connect with tha
place that mogt inspired you as ayoungperson. Perhgpsit was your grandpaent@farm, or a
pak, an urban garden, or apondwhere you grew up, or a place that you visited jus once. Now,
show of hands for how many of youwould tha place beimpossible to go to today smply

because it nolonge exists?
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Twice, now, IQre returned as an adult to the childhood landscapes that most ingpired me only to
only to find them obliterated.

| remember amagical ponddeegp in thewoodsof southwestern Connecticut tha | camped
alongsde many times as a thirteen year-old. | can still findingde of me the sense of awe and
excitement of coming uponthis hidden spot andrealizing tha human handshad created it
perhgosahunded years before. There were giant oaks on either side of a stonedam wide
enough,perhgps to drive amule and wagonacross. There was agentle rise of land ovelooking
this hdf-acre pondand here my friendsand | mug have camped a dozen times in the summer of
@4. Thespotwas so special to ustha we did what youngteenagers will do; we carved our

namesin the beech trees and called the place OrheKingdorm©

| returned on athankggiving day twenty-five years later and wandered silently with my daughier
for more than an hourthrougha sub-division, crossing cul-de-sacs back and forth, looking to
find my pond. | was sure | wasin theright place, but nothing aroundme was thesame. The
stream was gone and thegentle ravinewas gone When | was aboutto give up and accept tha
thiswas no longe aplace but now only amemory, | foundmyself oriented in jug therightway
so that everything clicked in place and even thoudh the land had been transformed by bull-dozers
beyondrecognition, my bodyre-membered. | re-connected with a place tha had died.

Across a stretch of pavement and immediately adjacent to a two-car garagewas an old beech tree
with QheKingdonOcarved in it.

Thewoodsbehind Bull Run Farm did not contain any known threatened species of plant or
animal, butthey did have a profoundimpact on ore little boy@ experience of growing up. | was
tha little boy. | can only remember howtha land had hdped me explore, learn, and use my
imagination. What will it mean for the children who now live where | onae grew up, who don®
have these natural places?
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Thanksto Richard Louv, there® aname for it today: nature-deficit disorder. And here@the
result: Today, our culture produces more malls than high schools, more prisonas than farmers,
and eats up theland with asimilar appdite: 250acres pe hout Thebusnessman Paul Hawken
tells ustha the average American child today can recognize 1,000 corporate logosbut can®
identify ten plants or animals native to hisor her own region.

Tell me, wha® thespdl we have fallen unde to create this world we live in?

1t@& a powerful spel, woven into the 30,000 advertisements that reach our children each year, and
tha turnsour hearts away from theland and away from oneanother. This spdl saysthat the
earth is awarehous for our use, tha nothing has value that can®be converted into money. This
spdl whispersto ushoutly that the paint of forests is boad feet, the point of farmsis money, and
the point of people isto be consumers.

This spdl has fattened our podketbooksand lengthened our lives, butit has also created a
dangeousand deeply unfair world of haves and have-nots, and a culture of isolation, destruction
and narcissism. Oneevidence of this disconnectionis tha 25% of all Americansnow experience
seriousclinical depressionduring their lifetime. Andif your family incomeis over $150000a
year, theinadence of anxiety and depressionis even highe.

Tha@ wha wedlth and technology tastes like today withoutsome sense of shared humenity and
shared relationdhip to theland.

Let me gofurther. Many of the exact thingstha define the healthy human experience are
threatened today.

¥ Our ability to judgebeween what isreal and what is artificial

¥ Our sense of our spiritud or metaphyscal place in the (big pictureO
¥ Our sense of bdonging

¥ Our sense of tolerance/ acceptance of other life
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Thewriter and ecologist, Robet Michael Pyle, coined the phrase Gextinction of human
experienceQin his important book The Thunde Tree. He writes:

(5o it goes, on and on, the extinction of experience sucking thelife from theland, the
intimacy from our connection. Thisishow thepassing of otherwise common species
from owr immediate vicinities can be as significant as thetotal |oss of rarities. People who
care congrve, people who don®know dor@ care. What is the extinction of the condor

to a child who has never known the wren?”

People who don®know dor care. What is the extinction of the condorto a child who has never

known thewren?

The child who doesn®knowthewren is the child who is afraid of walking to school, the child
who has aready begunto fee boundaies surroundher. And, of course, this child is a symbol of
thedisconnection tha many of usfeel which iswhy thetopic of children in natureis such an
important Trojan horse for talking with America abouta set of modern pahologiestha are
increasingly felt by nearly al of us Children are not the only way to initiate this dialoguein
America@® homes aboutour failed relationshipswith theland. There@® a powerful three Blegged
stool on which our hopes for trandormationrest: children, foodandfairness or equity. These
three issues are thefoundaion of anew way to speak to urban and rural America alike about

wha matters mog in thar lives.

Wha we are witnessing today is a spectacular failure of the human imagindion to recognize
wheewe are. Where we areisfacing thedeath of real human experience, and we have been
blind to it mog profoundly in owr children. And, frankly, my bdoved conservation movement

has been blind aswell.

Wha@ therole of congervation, then, in turning aroundthis situaion?

Congrvation can be powerful medicinefor mog ails our naion, because within our experience
and relationghip to theland are the essential cluesfor howto live joyfully and responsbly. Our
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healthy relationship to land is the means by which we humans generate and renew the big
transcendent values such as community, meaning, beauty, love and the sacred, onwhich both
ethics and morality depend. Our healthy relationghip to land, therefore, is degply and directly
connected to our sense of patriotism, citizenship, egditarianism and fairness, and our sense of
limits. In other words our relationghip to landis a source of our wholeness.

Here@therub. 1t@ hard to say these wordsbut| must: congervationists have been very goodat
protecting places and pretty lousy at protecting relationships. For example, abit more than one-
third (42%) of all theprivately owned landin Americais poded No Trespassing but 78% of all
theprivately protected land in Americais poged No Trespassing. Congervationists are amog

twice aslikely to pod thar land. | know there are many goodreasonsto keep people off

congrved land, but as we put up harder and harder boundaies between ourselves, eventudly, we
show both ourloveand our fear only by what we fence out and that is not, nor ever can be, the
basisfor abroad soda movement.

Here@ an even larger example. Congervationists have been enormousdy successful in protecting
land, marshdling the money and skillsto purchase more than fourteen million acres over thelast
decade, but are Americans by and large, closer to tha land or to thevalues that theland
teaches? To what degree hawe our conservation efforts broughtpeople andthe land closer
togahe? To what degree hawe our conservation efforts created a balanced and healthy

American culture?

| would answer, notenough Andwe congrvationists aren®going to postively influence more
of our culture until we shift_our attention from protecting places to nurturing human relationdhips
with those places. We mug change our basic motivating question from How much land can we
protect for how many budks, to what is ahedthy, whole community and how do we get there
togahe?

Numbers don®reflect our values, butthey control much of our lives. Bucks and acresOdon®
effectively tell our story of re-uniting children and nature. They aretheold story. Thenew story
has to be more aboutour highest values, wha we care aboutmog, our desire to bring people
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closer to nature. But, it@ hard to lead with our values because that® often leading with our chin.
And, yet, didn®Rachd Carsen lead with her chin? And didn®David Brower and Aldo Leopold
lead with ther chins? Thisisnotatimeto play it safe.

A healthy, whole community is many things butit starts with people in relationship to each
other andto theland. | bringto this gathering the conaept tha our relationship to place is as
important as the place itself, and | bring the chdlengeof making therestoration of our

relationshipsto land thedefining goal of a new land movement in America.

Are we ready to rise to this chdlenge? Do we accept tha stopping the death of human
experience is asimportant as stopping thedesath of an endangered species?

Why should we care? Because we will never replace the dominant culture of fear with a culture
of care and attention until children, and all of us have arelationsip to naure.

Thechild in naure isthe symbol of thismoment in time, thetime of our becoming.  In this
mature place in the history of conservation agap has opened between wha we practice and what
we imaginewe can be We are too often cavalier aboutthe power we have and ethically

unprepared to use it responsbly.

Thework of congervationis bigge and more important than our smaller interests in easements,
acres, plans dollars, and tax benefits. Wha was once a movement guided by passion, vison and
valuesisin the process of beingreduced to atechnology and even merely to acommercial
enterprise.  Thetrue success of land conservationis our ability to remind every American of
what is hedthy, of what isfair oppotunity, wha is beautiful and meaningful, and what it means
to bein relationship. Our chdlengeisto putthe child and ourselves back into nature.

Thework of Center for Whole Communities is to make these ideas real in the boneand muscle
of today® conservation movement. Our expearience of land, community and changing
demographics has forged a mission based on three prindples.
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Firgt, relationship is as fundamental as places and things

Conservationists have made an error in assuming that our work ismore alegd act than a cultural
act. By tha | mean assuming onecan protect land from people throughlaws asoppo®d to with
people throughrelationships Laws exist for when relationshipsfail.

But wha hgppenswhen people and communities lose that relationship with theland? Do the
values stay? Can laws protect wha@® already |eft the heart? I think not. Andtha@® thegreat
misundestanding of the conservation movement. Laws can not protect what’s already left the
heart. Andthepolitical proof of thisisthat the protectionsplaced on Artic Nationd Wildlife
Refugein 1976have been chdlenged repeatedly by a different and competing set of values.
Lawswill nothold wha has |eft the heart.

And so congervationists mug focuson the human heart as much asthelanditself. Andwhat the
human heart needsand craves today, and has through al throughthe ages, isrelationship and
connection to thelarger, more meaningful diversity of life.

With relationshipsin mind, our languaye changes quickly for the better. First, we realize how
strangeand even humorousour selection of wordshas become over theyears. For example,
environmentalists use aword like sugainable to reflect our highest aspirations butin terms of
relationdhip it quite clearly meansthelowest bearable standad. For example, would calling your
marriage sudainable be a postive and ingiring description? When we view our work in terms

of building relationdhips we indead choos wordslike hedlth, fairness, joy, resilience, and
respect.

In keeping relationghip in mind, we would see how our words can create hard boundaies and
soft boundaies between people and theland. To protect or to save begsmany peopleto ask of
us save and protect fromwhont? With relationshipsin mind, we would shy away from saving,
preserving because wede not trying to pickle anything or anyone We would use ingead words
like nurturing and cultivating. And all thewords associated with restoration: renew, hed,
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revive, theonel likethemog isrepair. We re-par theland by bringing ourselves whole agan
with it.

Our secondprincpleisto build bridges and undestanding between organizationsand
movements so that childrensbhealth and well-beng is clearly undestoodto bealand
congrvationissue Andalso tha endangered species and land protectionis clearly seen to bea
matter of public health.

Our work at whole communitiesisto hdp these very different groups from community-
development to public health to human rightsto land conservation- find shared meaning and to
learn how to collaborate togeher in very powerful ways. In aworld filled with divides, we hdp
groupsto look across those canyonsand to recognize new alies. We are creating a powerful
new tool, called Measures of Health, designed to help all of uswho care aboutchildren, place
and community to better describe, fulfill, and measure our different roles in creating healthy,

whole communities.

Or third principleisto groundour collective work for whole communitiesin the power of story.
Theworld is made up of molecules hdd togeher by story.

Stories changethe way we act in theworld. They help usimaginethefuture differently.

Stories entertain us, create community, and hdp us see throughtheeyes of other people. Stories
hdp usdwell intime, and hdp usto deal with suffering, loss and death. Stories teach us

empahy, and howto be human.

We tell storiesto cross the borders tha separate usfromoneanother. Stories open usto the

claims of others.
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Story is ultimately aboutrelationdhip. The soul of theland becomes the soul of our culture nat
throughinformation or dataaone butthroughthe metaphor and andogy of story.

Martin Luther King did notsay, QO have aplan”. He said | have a dream, and hetold a series of
stories tha many American@® easily undestoodand could identify with. What istoday@ Q have
aDream speechOfor land congervationists? 1t astory certainly aboutchildren, and it@ a story
aboutwhere ourfood comes from and it@ a story abouthealing the divides tha Charles Jordan

spokeaboutearlier in this conference.

The people of Indiawho have been trying to protect the NarmadaRiver have a saying that goes
Or ou can wake someonewho is asleep, but you can not wake someonewho is pretending to be
adeep.O

Our stories mug wake the people who are afraid and pretending to be asleep. Andwe can best do
tha throughempahy, compassion and loveE notfear and pessimism or even logic. We awake

people throughpostive stories of the possibility of living in a different way.

Let me gofurther with thisidea by introdudng you to Classie Parker.

Classie@ a third generation resident of 121 street in Central Harlem, New Y ork City. Shegrew
up in thesame building off Frederick Douglas Bouevard where her mother was bom. Classie
didn®aspire to be an activist and didn®have a grand vision aboutrunning a community
program. Shewas flipping hamburgers at White Castle and thinking abouther mom and dad
who were growing old and needed away to work and beoutside Classie gottheradical ideato
turn the vacant ot alongsde her apartment building into agarden. Tha was ailmod ten years
ago and today Classie produces food, beauty, tolerance, and arelationship to land for more than
500familiesin central Harlem. Five Star Garden is almog absurdly small, jug a quater acre,
butfor the people of 121g Street thegarden isther own piece of landto which they have
developed avery desp persond attachment. These are Classie® words
We think of ourselves asfarmers, city farmers. Never environnentalists. Don®
call me anenvironnentalist. We love people andplants; we love being with the earth,
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working with the earth. There is something here in this garden for everyone And any
race, creed, or color . . . now, can you explain that? Thisis oneof the few placesin
Harlem where they can befree to bethemselves. It@ hard to putinto wordswhat moves
people to comein this garden andtell usther life stories, butit happesevery day.
There@love here. People gonnagowhere they fedl theflow of love,

Thereisa difference. You comein here andsit down, PeterN don®you feel
confortable with us? Don®you feel you®e free to be you? That we@®e notgoing to judge
you becauge you®e a different color or because you®e a male? Do you feel happyhere?
Do you feel intimidated? Don®you fedl like my dad®@ your dad?

Classie boiled it all down: on®youfee like my dad®@ your dad?0l remember laughing a bit
nervoudy as Classie said this because | wasn® prepared for her candorand hopdulness. |
paused jus amoment, and then looked up at her father, sitting ten feet across from me with his
feet firmly planted ontheearth, bath handsresting on canes, eighty-seven years old, garden dirt
on hisface. Mon®youfeel like my dad@your dad?0

Passing oneanother on thestreet, our eyes might not have met longenoughto see oneanothe®
humanity. Butthere onthat pach of earth, wha we had in common at that moment was
profound:it was the soil, tha place, thelove and hopethat Classie hdd for us and the awareness

tha my own pulse beat in histhrod.

Tha@ the soul of theland. 1t@ the generosty, patience, respect and indusveness that comes
naurally to many Americans 1t@& also the soul of our county; the empathetic soul that | beieve

is there waiting to be spoken to by us 1t@what we all want our children to taste and to know.

Some walls grow highe and highe each year, it@true. But other walls crumble down. The
example of our healthy livesin relationdhip to nature is wha makes walls crumble down, and

wha we desperately need to resolve, regjoin, rende whole and, findly, to recondle.

Even thoughmog relationshipswith theland are tenuousright now, mos Americansknow tha
thar truewealth or security isn’t in thar bank accounts, but comes from the stories aboutthe
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people and placesin thar lives. Many Americansdo undestand tha our true health and security
comes from the strength and wisdom of our children. It isour children who will or will not
trandate the soul of this land back into the soul of our country.
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